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substantial progress in your schemes for the improvement of
the amenities of your city, because you are imbued with the
proper spirit and with the right angle of view towards your
responsibilities. I know that your local Government has deeply
appreciated your assistance in the preservation of law and order
in Amritsar, and the value of the work of your co-operation
which has found recognition in the knighthood which has recently
been conferred by the King-Emperor on your energetic and public
spirited non-official President."

His Excellency the Viceroy's reply to the ex-Soldiers1
Association of Lahore was as follows :

" Gentlemen, I thank your association very warmly for your
kind greetings to Her Excellency and myself on the occasion of
our visit to Lahore, the capital of the martial province of India.
It is a great pleasure to me to meet so many members of this
association with distinguished service in the field to their credit,
and I use no formal phrase when I describe it as a privilege to
receive an address from your association, because your objects
are worthy of all praise. In the forefront of your charter you
have set out the duty of preserving a spirit of devotion and loyalty
to the Crown and the Government. In the rising generation you
have undertaken to provide recruits for the army for the defence
of your country. You have pledged yourselves to watch over
the welfare of soldiers' families and to safeguard the interests of
discharged and pensioned soldiers. There can be no nobler task
than the duty you have placed before you.

" I welcome your declaration that the members of your
association range themselves in the support of a just and stable
Government. I am aware that even at times at the expense of
their popularity, the ex-officers and soldiers of this Province
have been of the greatest assistance in the support of law and
order, and that the Government can rely on them in the preserva-
tion of peace and in the discouragement of mischievous agitation.
In the maintenance of this laudable tradition, the assistance
of your association will be of the greatest value. Let me assure
you of the sincere and abiding interest of my Government in
all that concerns the welfare of the serving and pensioned officers
and men of the Indian army. Your association can count on
their unfailing support and protection at all times.

" I have noted your desire to purchase lands in the Sutlej
Valley Canal Colony, and I will bring this to the notice of His
Excellency the Governor of the Punjab. I understand that
the project has not yet reached a stage where the distribution